. Nothing is more apt to produce a favorable impression of any literary production than to find that the author has justly appreciated his own labours, and has offered them to the public under an appropriate title, and without immoderate pretensions. A prepossession is thus created in favour of his good sense, and the reader is prepared to listen with attention to one who is able to decide fairly in a matter in which the natural bias of self-approbation is frequently too strong for sober judgment. In the work before us, these first favorable impressions do not lead to disappointment. " It is not," we are told, " to be considered as a treatise comprehending all that is known on the subject, but rather as a collection of cases intended to illustrate the distinctions between different tumours." (Prefp. vi.) Now, although a collection of this kind falls short, both in the labour of compilation and in the information conveyed, of those completer works which trace out and explain in a systematic narrative the beginning, the progress, and termination of a class of disorders, it nevertheless possesses great utility, is an easy and natural mode of delivering the results of observation, and is sanctioned by the authority and example of the best practical writers of our country.
The cases which we find reported in modern medical writings are chiefly of two kinds: the one, formed on the model of the French school, and carried to the highest degree of perfection by Professor Louis, consists of a collection of the most minute particulars, whether connected or unconnected with the principal disorder; the other, which seems especially to flourish in English soil, characterized by a selection of the more prominent features which distinguish the disease, and which appear to afford some direct clue to the means of palliation or of cure. The former method, from which all hypotheses and inferences are professedly excluded, is no doubt highly philosophical, and capable, when carried out with the zeal and talents which have been bestowed upon it, of eliciting valuable truths; the latter, by its more direct tendency to practical conclusions, and the fixing of the attention on those ,points on which questions of interest appear to turn, is more attractive to minds accustomed to reason while they observe, and make utility and applicable knowledge the prime objects of attainment. To be no difficulty in explaining the entrance of the air into the vein and heart. The mode in which air introduced into the circulatory system causes a derangement of the vital functions is not so satisfactorily explained. The organs whose functions have been supposed to be especially deranged are the lungs, the brain, and the heart. The lungs have been found to contain air in their sanguiferous vessels; and, as the phenomena bear a resemblance to those of asphyxia, this organ has been supposed to be the primary seat of derangement. The livid appearance of the skin, also, and the gurgling noise in the chest, seem to indicate an affection of the lungs; but the latter symptom arises merely from the passage of air through the blood of the heart and of the lungs; the former from the imperfect state of the circulation. The brain, by others, is believed to be affected by the introduction of air into its blood-vessels. Bichat produced appearances in animals similar to those from this accident, by injecting air into the carotid artery; and, in our own cases, the privation of sensibility, the slowness of the pulse, and the he.ivy respiration, appear to indicate pressure on the brain. It has been said that the time is not sufficient for the imbibed air to reach the brain; but there is a sensible interval between the entrance of the air and occurrence of the phenomena,?an interval quite sufficient for the air to pass through the right side of the heart, the lungs, the left side of the heart, and the carotid arteries, to the brain. In the examinations of the bodies of some of the victims of this accident, air has been found in the right auricle of the heart. This fact, taken in connexion with the slowness or total failure of the pulse, has been thought to prove that the great organ of the circulation is the principal seat of the disorder. The experiments of Nysten favour this explanation, and seem to shew that the distension of the heart by air is sufficient to account for the fatal effects of the introduction of that fluid into the veins.' (P. 259.) [April, 
